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OPENING DOORS TO THE CHINESE POTENTIAL
 - NATIONAL ENTERPRISE WEEK  2007 

On Tuesday, 13 November, Blue Orchid, part of the new exciting NWDA consortium led by A4e, will put on a ‘Starting Up In Business Workshop’ at the Chinese Community Centre, Ardwick, Manchester, to reach the entrepreneurial Chinese community who may be thinking of starting up a business or becoming self-employed.
Two workshops, of 2hr duration, will be run from 11.30am to 1.30pm and 6.30pm to 8.30pm and Chinese interpreters will be on hand.  
Blue Orchid have worked in close partnership with Manchester’s Chinese community groups, many of whom operate from or work with the Manchester Chinese Centre.  The charity which runs the community centre also offers many other courses and advice from its well equipped building in Ardwick, near to the centre of Manchester.  The Centre itself is run by a successful entrepreneur in her own right – Jenny Wong has established businesses in fashion, catering and import/exports, and set up the Manchester Chinese Community Centre in 2005 to provide education and training to the community.  
She says of the new venture: ‘China has been the world's biggest new market, its sheer size, coupled with its rapid growth, makes it a major player in the global economy. Massive business potential lies as yet untapped, however, because of the significant difference between doing business in the West and doing business in China, Western or Chinese business seeking entry into each other’s market generally find themselves facing profound cultural complexities.  We are excited about The Blue Orchid and Manchester Chinese Centre working together to tackle this problem and help young people who are thinking about setting up in business in the UK or China. With the network of resources to help link British businesses to the Chinese market and Chinese businesses to the UK, advice service and one to one guidance provided, more and more young enterprisers can start their dream of running their own companies in Britain and China.’
Operations Director for Blue Orchid Jan Foster says: 

‘These workshops will talk openly about setting up a business and being self employed in Manchester.  We are very proud that Blue Orchid have been chosen to help advise this typically very entrepreneurial community and look forward to working with them to help make their dreams come true in business.’

ENDS

For information about the Chinese Centre contact:

Jenny Wong – 0161 275 9885 – or email: info@mchinesecentre.org.uk
About A4e:

· A4e is a successful international business and market leader in global public service reform. Since 1991 A4e has touched the lives of over one million people providing consultation and advice to people and organisations.

· It works with government and the private and third sectors to design, develop and deliver social inclusion programmes that benefit individuals, organisations and communities.

· A4e excels at bringing new programmes and pilots into new markets delivering services that have a positive impact on the disadvantaged and marginalised 

· It plays a key role in exporting its expertise internationally and importing learnings of best practice to inform policy makers.

· The company operates from over 160 locations across the UK, Israel, France, Poland and Germany and is one of the UK’s premier organisations in the delivery of social change services on behalf of Government.

· A4e turned over £100m in 2006/07.

· A4e provides products and services in 7 key areas:

·   Welfare to Work 

·   Offender Learning and Skills

·   Financial Inclusion Education and Advice
·   Enterprise

·   Fund Management and Distribution

·   Workforce Development

·   Health Care sector

Links/Contacts:

For more information about A4e contact:

Louise Wilcockson 

Press Relations Manager

A4e Marketing 

St James House

Vicar Lane

Sheffield 

South Yorkshire

S1 2EX

T:  0114 223 6640

F:  0114 223 6728

E:  lwilcockson@a4e.co.uk

About Blue Orchid

Blue Orchid is an accredited provider of business support and training. Established in the North West in 2001 it delivers professional services for start up businesses, small to medium sized firms and corporate clients. Its purpose is to help businesses grow and improve. 

Blue Orchid business support services include: 

· Business Support: Start-up, Marketing, Planning, Finance, Legal, HR. 

· Funding: Searches, Advice, Application, Approved suppliers. 

· Professional Training: Finance, IT, Management, Sales & Marketing, Health & Safety.

Blue Orchid has worked with more than 3400 firms improving overall performance and helped start 510 businesses. It has further delivered  £2.1 million of government funded programmes to businesses and individuals.
Visit: www.theblueorchid.co.uk
BLUE ORCHID - MANCHESTER
2nd Floor, Fourways House, 

57 Hilton Street, 

Manchester, 

M1 2EJ

Tel: 0161 485 4949

Email: info@theblueorchid.co.uk

For information on  Blue Orchid involvement in this event contact:

Jan Foster – Operations Manager – 0161 485 4949 or email: j.foster@theblueorchid.co.uk












